Old Wilsonians’ Lawn Tennis Club
 CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE OWASCC AGM					
November 2025

OWLTC remains a popular tennis club, and this year we have again maintained stable adult membership numbers with a steady stream of new members. We also have kept a healthy number of colts and junior members too. Raw tennis has helped the club maintain a very active junior programme thanks to the efforts of Jake and Oli especially and the other coaches at the club. A notable addition to the coaching team is Flynn Davies who has now qualified as a coach and has also become our new men’s singles champion.
Committee changes
Mark Fewster has taken over as Colts and Juniors Coordinator from Nigel Jordan who is staying on the committee. Stacy Woodward has offered to take over as courts booking coordinator in place of Catherine Caufield who has asked to stand down. 
Our teams
This year our ladies’ teams have again shown how it is done by both our first and second ladies teams winning their divisions in both the winter and the summer so congratulations and well done to all the players. However, our men’s teams have all struggled to make headway in their divisions and in some cases struggled to get teams out.
Projects and improvements
During this last year I think we have achieved a lot of improvements and maintenance to the tennis club. We have decorated the pavilion. We continue to work hard to repair the fencing around the courts. The fencing is going to absorb a fair amount of time, effort and money over the next few years as we progressively replace it. 
John Drabwell has rekindled our relationship with the very efficient Clearway Sports following the withdrawal of Sports and Courts as our ‘go to’ maintenance company. Clearway have been doing the periodic specialist work over the last year such as deep cleaning work and moss and algae treatment. This is work meshes with and is additional to the week-to-week maintenance that we get from the OWA grounds staff.
In April Clearway also repainted the MUGA a sparkling new blue colour and repainted the lines for tennis and netball, this also included 4 pickleball courts. This has enabled us to start a pickleball programme at the club. Importantly, this now brings the previously underused MUGA more into use by members and has the potential to earn the club some fees all of which is a fantastic step forward. 
In the meantime, Paul Woodward and Chris Gurr have carried out the fitting of CCTV to combat security problems we have been having. Court padlocks, hut and pavilion lock combos have been changed as well to help deter unwelcome visitors. 


Going forwards 
Maintaining the quality of our facilities going forwards is a major priority. Two high expenditure areas lie ahead namely the LED floodlight conversion and the renewal of the Tigerturf on courts 1-4. This is where the bulk of our sinking fund money will be spent in the medium term. We have managed to put a considerable sum into the sinking fund this year. We have been able to do this through Peter Schoff’s carefully considered subscriptions strategy for last year. The playing surface renewal and possibly the more immediate LED light conversion is expected to total around £140k plus vat. 
The committee is looking at upgrading the current cash and over-ride key arrangement for paying for the floodlights to a contactless payment system enabling hopefully complete accountability.
Other more short-term projects include the widening and stabilization of the path leading to the hut and also the ongoing replacement, repair and strengthening of the fencing.
Events
The club tournament went well this year. Despite difficult weather conditions on finals day, all matches were played. Big congratulations to all the winners whose names will go up on boards and be engraved onto both existing trophies and onto new trophies purchased for this year. It was great to see a changing of the guard especially in the men’s singles with our two young finalists Flynn Davies and Will Dougherty who both produced the best tennis ever seen at the club.
Club members have also raised money again this year for two worthy cancer research charities with tournament events organized by John Goskie and Margaret Barker respectively raising thousands of pounds for these worthy causes - a fantastic effort by the organizers and by the participating members. The Summer BBQ was also a great success, this year through social events the club has raised nearly £2,500. We are hoping to get the quiz night going again during this coming year and hopefully a wine tasting event.
Martin Partridge has also continued to run the 100 club very successfully and raised increased amounts of money for the club and he will be doing a draw this evening as part of the proceedings.
Finally…
I would like to thank all of you who turned out to help do valuable things on our Club Force day. These things make such a difference to the appearance and impression of the club to potential new members. And also, to thank our committee members for doing a great job throughout the year and to thank the other key members, organizers and team captains at the club who do so much to help the club run smoothly and to Ami Guneri who has stepped forward to help overhaul our OWLTC website. Others include:
Chris Gurr, Martin Partridge, Tony Clark, Paul Woodward, Jim Hallums, Jody Falkner and Tony Howard to name a few and to Martin Qualters for providing engineering advice.
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